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Epiphany IV/ 4th in Ordinary
29th January 2017
Sunday lessons year A; weekday lessons year I
8am– Low Mass Manuel Carvalho
9:15am – Solemn Mass
11am – Sung Mass Scarlett Davidson
6:30pm – Evensong

A warm welcome: to S. Anselm’s Pembury. We hope to see you again.
The Children’s liturgy: takes place during the 9.15 Mass. Visitors
welcome. Teachers are police checked and follow basic child safety
procedure. We believe children are the church of today.
Pray for the sick: Susan Adcock, Lillian Kitley, Connor Lee, Amelia
Woodgate, Julie Izzard, Joseph Miller, Carol Williams, Monique Nation,
Joan Sharpe, Mick Colville, Pam Bruce, Muriel, Maureen Pattison,
Doreen Boughton, June Ball
Pray for the departed: Nina Clayden, Sarah Walker, Sally Jones
Candlemas: We will be keeping the feast of Christ’s presentation –aka
Candlemas-this Thursday 8pm.
Evangelism meeting: This Wednesday a meeting will be held for those
wishing to help in our year of evangelism. The group will initially come
together as a book club to explore “Forming Intentional Disciples” by
Sherry Weddel. The word ‘evangelisation’ can scare people- please do not
be put off. Nobody will be asked to do things they find uncomfortable!
Loud hailers on street corners is not the Saint Anselm’s way!
Thank you: we raised over £600 for the Angel Trust, our crib charity.
First communion: The Course begins on Sat March 4th at 11am. Names
to Father Ed please so that course material can be ordered in advance.
Adult Confirmation Class: Begins March 1st at 8pm. People are
welcome to join this as a refresher course on the faith. Ten sessions or so.
Organist: we are seeking a new organist. Please put the word around.
Logo competition: we have several entries to date for the new logo. The
final date for submissions is the end of this month.
Join the Ordinariate: any former Anglican- or those married to former
Anglicans- may join the Ordinariate. Others can become friends. Speak to
Father Ed or Father Nicholas for more information.
New kitchen: The new kitchen will be painted in the coming weeks and
will then be complete. Please do make every effort to ensure it is looked
after properly. We need to keep it looking wonderful for years to come!
Special thanks to Geoffrey Ravenhill for overseeing the building work.
Dates for the diary: We will hold a Spring Fayre on 20th May. A summer
BBQ on 16th July. The pre-Christmas dinner will take place on 9th Dec.
Please commit to these important parish dates.
Poverty inc: A screening of the film Poverty Inc, produced by the Acton
Institute, will be shown in church on February 8th after Mass.

Contact: Father Ed Tomlinson
The Presbytery, 31 Henwoods Crescent, Pembury, TN24LJ
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Next Sunday: Epiphany IV/ 4th in Ordinary
8am – Low Mass
9:15am – Solemn Mass
11am – Sung Mass
6:30pm – Evensong

Forming intentional disciples

I go to Mass on Sunday. I am on two committees at my parish. I read the
Catechism of Catholic Church. I don’t eat meat on Fridays. I go to confession
in Lent. Too often we approach faith like we would a checklist or resume. Yet
while having the knowledge of our faith and the experience of our faith is
important, how would our lives be different if we helped to cultivate a real,
living relationship with God? For many years the church has excelled at
sacramentalising and catechising her members- but she has not done so well at
truly evangelising them; at fostering a faith that enlivens the heart, mind and
soul and helps people to transform from being church members into intentional
disciples for Christ. And more and more research demonstrates that this lack of
intended emphasis, which has ever been evident in the lives of the Saints, is
actively linked to church decline. Sherry Weddel’s book provides parishes and
individuals with a foundation on which to build a new formational process that
establishes a strong living and prayerful relationship with God. Ultimately
every person can become a true disciple of God, leading to a profound change in
the individual and the parish, creating a vibrant and active faith community.
For our year of Evangelisation the aim is to bring a group of people together to
explore this book for several weeks. And out of this shared reading we hope
that fresh ideas will come and a group of parish evangelists might form. The
aim is a change of mindset that really seeks to draw people to Christ, building
on the current strengths of our parish. Please do attend our special meeting. It
might just transform your own faith and experience of Christ in a positive way.
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